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Abstract GEHEE)

Maritime spaces always played a significant role in U.S.-American national identity

formation processes and foreign policy dynamics. By the end of the nineteenth century, the Pacific
Ocean became increasingly important regarding the promotion of national characteristic features that
would bolster U.S. foreign policy in relation to the maritime space. Since then, territorial
interpretations of the sea from a “great highway” and “wide common” to divisions into maritime zones
that would — amongst other jurisdictions — navigate nations’ access to natural resources have been
integrated into U.S.-American foreign policy concepts. They reflect reactions to shifting power
dynamics in the international system while simultaneously representing values and norms attached to
socio-cultural features of national identity.

While the twentieth century was marked by the emergence of U.S. naval power and the great
power competition of the Cold War, twenty-first century foreign policy concepts in relation to the
Pacific were informed by the Obama administration’s reorientation toward the region and its
announcement of “America’s Pacific Century.” Moreover, the contemporary “Indo-Pacific Strategy”
of the Biden administration reiterates the importance of the region in relation to U.S. national interests
while emphasizing normative aspects of the rules-based international order.

These aspects are closely identified with U.S.-American national characteristic traits
promoted in foreign policies supporting the current U.S. “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” concept. This
lecture explores interrelations between U.S. foreign policy and national identity and juxtaposes it with
other regional concepts such as the Pacific Islands Forum’s 2050 Strategy, or China’s initiatives in the

framework of Xi Jinping’s New Era.
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