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From Triumph to Crisis: 
An American Tradition

Dr. Jay Sexton  
Professor & Kinder Endowed Chair in Constitutional 
Democracy @ the University of Missouri

A native of Salina, Kansas, Sexton started in Oxford as a grad student Marshall Scholar and 
worked his way up to being Director of the Rothermere American Institute (RAI) and, upon his 
departure, being elected a Distinguished Fellow of the RAI and an Emeritus Fellow of Corpus 
Christi College. He specializes in the political and economic history of the nineteenth century. 
His most recent book, A Nation Forged by Crisis: A New American History (Basic Books, 2018). 
His other books include Debtor Diplomacy: Finance and American Foreign Relations in the Civil 
War Era, 1837-1873 (Oxford, 2005; 2nd ed. 2014) and The Monroe Doctrine: Empire and 
Nation in Nineteenth-Century America (Hill and Wang, 2011).
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